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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 21 147 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: NATO, IT, US, PDIP 

SUBJECT: NOMINATION OF AMBASSADOR PAOLO PANSA CEDRONIO TO 
WASHINGTON 

REF: TELCON SILVA/EUR:WE 

1 . MFA SOURCE CALLED EMBOFF AFTERNOON DEC. 23 TO 
INFORM US THAT DSYG PANSA HAD BEEN NAMED BY THE COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS TO BE AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON SUBJECT OF 
COURSE TO AGREMENT. MFA WISHED WORD OF APPOINTMENT 
CONVEYED TO WASHINGTON BY EMBASSY IN ANTICIPATION OF 
LEAKS TO THE PRESS. 

2. THE PREVIOUS DAY, EMBOFF HAD BEEN INFORMED BY A 
SOURCE IN THE MOD THAT THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WOULD 
APPOINT GENERAL CA VALERA TO SUCCEED VIGLIONE AS CHIEF 
OF THE DEFENSE STAFF. THE MOD SOURCE ASSERTED THAT 
THE DEC. 23 MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WOULD 
MAKE SEVERAL APPOINTMENTS TO KEY POSITIONS OF CONSERVA- 
TIVES, PRO-US, PRO-NATO PERSONS. GARDNER 
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